
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

An Open Letter to SHS Seniors  
 
Dear SHS Seniors,  
 
When the final bell rang at 2:10pm on Thursday, March 12, 2020, we never could have predicted that we might 
not collectively return to the building for a month’s time, if at all before the end of the school year. As we sit here 
in the midst of our sixth week of distance learning, that once unfathomable prediction is becoming more of a 
reality. As the number of U.S. cases of COVID-19 has surpassed the one million mark, with deaths due to the virus 
nearing 60,000, I am aware of the mixed emotions that you must be experiencing. The spring sports season was 
cut short before it even started, our spring musical canceled despite months of preparation, and events such as 
science research competitions and WISE presentations have taken different forms. At the same time, I am 
heartbroken that the typical celebratory events that mark the end of your formal education in the Somers Central 
School District will need to be re-imagined or possibly canceled. And, while many might suggest you need to 
focus on the bigger picture, that your health and well-being are more important, I want you to know that the 
emotions you are experiencing are normal, you are entitled to be angry, frustrated, upset, and anxious, and that 
this is a big deal. You shouldn’t feel guilty for feeling the way you do, but I am hopeful that as a class, as a school, 
and as a community, we can come together to help one another manage those emotions and put them in 
perspective.  
 
While there is much uncertainty about what the coming weeks and months will bring, I want you to know that we 
are committed to honoring you, and all you have accomplished, in the very best ways we can. While alternative 
plans, delays, and postponements may never make up for the loss of the traditional celebrations that were 
scheduled for May and June, our hope is to reschedule these events while maintaining their significance as the 
momentous occasions that mark this important time in your lives. We hope to find ways to not only honor you 
individually, but also as a class, since many of you have been together for the past 13 years.   
 
Selfishly, I hope that I will be able to see all of you, dressed in your graduation gowns of red and white and 
decorated caps, and congratulate you on your graduation.  I hope you will be able to gather together as a class so 
you can hug your classmates, thank your teachers, and feel the incredible pride we all have in who you have 
become and what you have accomplished.  
        
During this time of uncertainty, fear and anxiety, please know that we are thinking of you and wishing you well. 
We hope we will see each other again at some point, and we look forward to celebrating with you one way or 
another. Your voice is extremely important, so you can anticipate that we will be reaching out for your thoughts: 
not only about the options that we have already proposed, but to also hear some that we might not have thought 
of yet.  
 
Stay strong SHS Seniors. I miss seeing you every day! 

 
Mr. Bayer 
 
 


