October 2020

The Latest News from Somers Schools
Important Announcements
The 1/2 day of school on Wednesday before Thanksgiving will be remote eLearning for all students
Students at Somers Middle School will be remote eLearning on Election Day, November 3rd
Save the Date: Annual Wellness Summit on November 5th (details below)

Somers High School is pleased to announce that the class of 2021 valedictorian is Derek Tan (center) and
the salutatorian is Nitin Seshadri (right). Congratulations on your hard work!

Please join us in welcoming new Assistant Superintendent for Business, Chris Platania, left. Platania will
be moving down the hall from his current office, where he serves as a business administrator for SCSD. He
starts his new role in December, taking over for current Assistant Superintendent for Business, Ken
Crowley. Crowley is retiring after 27 years in the district. Congratulations to both and thank you!

Silly and Scary at Somers Intermediate

Silly and scary Halloween traditions continue at Somers Intermediate School. This year students are
showcasing their best creative efforts with pumpkin decorating and the annual scarecrow contest. Winners
in each grade will be announced next week.

No Matter the Distance

Above, Primrose teacher Stacey Lockard stands by the display of projects by her first grade eLearning
students. Below, digital poster with QR code by Jennie Krzeminski.

The eyes of the first graders lit up when they saw their projects dotting
the bulletin board along with the words “eLearning, No Matter What the
Distance.” It was picture day in late September and for most of these
students it was their first time in the school building since March. They
are Primrose Elementary School’s first grade eLearning class, taught by
Stacey Lockard and teaching assistant Lucille Somma.
Lockard wanted to connect her class of remote-learning students to the
larger school community so she created a project that would help them
get to know each other, while offering adults in the building at Primrose
the opportunity to learn about them as well.
“My favorite part of the project was showing that I am a big sister and I
took a picture of Kaelyn,” says Jennie Krzeminski.
The students crafted digital posters with pictures of themselves, their
families, and their interests, and then recorded an audio tour of the poster. Lockard gave each poster a
QR code so any adult with a phone could scan the poster and hear from the students.
“The things they can do are amazing,” says Lockard. “They are so capable.”

New Normal Brings New Opportunities

A few of the dozens of murals created by 7th grade students to learn about the English Colonies.

How do you adjust a lesson that is based on stations in your classroom when a) you don’t have your own
classroom, and b) your 110 students are divided into three cohorts including in-person, hybrid and 100%
eLearning? Seventh grade social studies students did it by taking their project online and found that it
worked as well, if not better than the classroom-based model.
“It was a good way to get us accustomed to working together online,” says student Mia Plugh.
Each year Amy Bergin’s social studies classes learn about the 13 English colonies. They recreate the
colonies (on paper) in her classroom and go on a ‘field trip’ around the room.
“This year the children are all in different rooms, but I still wanted the colonies to come to life and for them
to see each other's work,” says Bergin, “So we did a virtual trip instead.”
Each student chose a colony and was assigned one historical factor of that colony: political, economic,
social or geographic. They created murals depicting that aspect of their chosen colony. Many students
liked the drawing portion of the project because it gave them a break from screen-fatigue. They took a
picture of their finished work and Bergin uploaded all the work online in categories so the students could
learn from each other.
“Instead of working with just their own class period,” says Bergin, “They worked with all five classes

together. They got to see the work and learn from every kid I teach.”
“I found it cool to see how everyone’s work pieced together so we could see different perspectives and
get the information we needed,” says student Mairead O’Connor.
For Bergin, one of the most positive aspects of the project was that every student, whether learning from
home or in school, contributed in the exact same way.

Be "Orange" Every Day

SIS Upstanders celebrating Unity Day: Back row L to R: Joseph Coker-Walton, Zara Salazar, Anna
McArdle, and Ava Kovalyk. Front Row L to R: Ava Saez and Sophia Lisella.

Students and staff at Somers Intermediate School celebrated Unity Day on October 21st by wearing
orange and discussing what it means to be an “Upstander”.
“I am an Upstander. Upstanders can tell bullies to 'Stop!' and tell their teacher if there's a problem,” says
third-grader Endrit Selimaj.
Unity Day, which focuses on kindness and supportive behavior, is part of the No Place for Hate
designation awarded to all four schools in the Somers Central School District.
“I remind students that it's not what we're wearing on the outside that matters,” says school counselor
Alexandra Todorov, “But how we treat others and make others feel on the inside. We can share ‘orange’
every day by showing kindness, Upstander behavior and being bucket fillers.”
"I want to show kindness to others,” says third-grader Bianca Marie Goncalves. “If someone is sad or
crying, I will ask 'What's wrong’?'"
Empowering students to stand up for themselves and for others shows them that they can make a
difference in school and beyond.

Somers PTA Helps Neighbors

Somers PTA Council held a supplies drive at the St Luke’s Food Pantry in Somers. Thank you to the
volunteers who worked at the drive and the donors who stocked the shelves with these much-needed
supplies. Look for another drive soon. We are so grateful to our community members who always step up
to help.
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