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SPECIAL BUDGET ISSUE
Budget and Trustee Vote, Tuesday, May15, 2018, Middle School Gymnasium 7 a.m. – 9 p.m. Use lower parking lot.

Dear Somers Friends and Neighbors
This annual Somers Central School District Trunkline provides an
overview of the 2018/2019 school budget. This, along with the
video materials provided on Channel 18, information provided
under the Community tab on the district website and presentations
at our Regular Monthly Board of Education meetings, should provide you with all you need to make an informed vote on May 15th.
Collectively, I hope you will avail yourself of all the communications
on the budget and district progress and ask questions of anything
you do not understand. It truly is important to us that you are aware,
informed and knowledgeable in time for the May 15th budget
vote. It is most important that you exercise your right, by coming
out to vote!
Budget planning under the state tax levy cap has become the new
norm, as we have heard our voters request for our district to
remain compliant with that cap. Careful budgeting, long-range
planning and insightful debt refinancing, has allowed us to remain
confident that our district finances and the future of our Somers
Central School District are solid.

In keeping with these fundamentals, we ask that voters consider
allowing the district to move forward with certain infrastructure projects in our school buildings using capital funds set aside in a “savings account” that was supported by last year’s vote. We are confident that these projects will help us to maintain our buildings safely
and continue to support the excellent educational program for each
and every one of the 2,995 children in our district.
Thank you for taking the time to read this budget information and
becoming informed. I urge you to mark your calendar now and
make a commitment to vote on May 15th.
As always, if you have any questions, please contact the district
central office, myself or any of the other board members. We are
eager to answer your questions and address your concerns.
Thank you for your continued support of the Somers schools as we
move forward in excellence.

Sarena Meyer, President, Somers Board of Education

Budget Overview
On May 15, the Somers Central School District will ask the community to vote
on a proposed $91.2 million budget for 2018-2019, calling for a 3.31%
budget-to-budget increase over this year’s fiscal plan. Developed with input
from parents, teachers, senior citizens and other community members, the
proposed budget remains under the New York State tax levy cap for the
seventh consecutive year and is estimated to increase the tax rate by 2.10%.
Despite only a slight increase of $40,165 in
state aid from last year, the proposed budget
maintains reasonable class sizes. The largest
budget increases come from the rising cost of
health insurance and from funding the Teachers
Retirement System. Health care costs for instructional staff increased by 8.2%, and for noninstructional staff by 3.75%. Those combined rate

hikes resulted in an increased cost to the district of
$662,000 year-to-year. In addition, Medicare
payments to retirees have increased by $123,893.
Contributions to the Teachers Retirement System
increased from 9.8% to 10.63%, adding
$377,187 to this year’s budget. The Employee
Retirement System rate was reduced from 15.3%
to 14.9%, resulting in a savings of $19,614

year-to-year. Given the significant increases in
healthcare costs and the TRS, the Employee
Retirement System reserve fund is being used to
offset various expenses within the district.
Savings related to lowered transportation costs,
revenue from leasing classrooms to PNW
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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BUDGET PROPOSITION
Shall the following Resolution be adopted? “RESOLVED, that the sum
of $91, 257, 500 shall be appropriated to meet the estimated
expenditures for school purposes for 2018-19 and that the Board of
Education be authorized to levy taxes to meet the same.”

2018/2019 Budget
Questions and Answers
Q. Is the budget compliant with the tax
levy cap?
A. Yes. The allowable tax levy increase without a
super majority is 2% or the CPI (consumer
price index,) whichever is less. The 2% will
generate an allowable tax levy increase of
$1,747,595.
Q. How will the budget affect my taxes?
A. Somers 2018-2019 tax rate is estimated at
$163.22 per $1,000 of assessed value. These
figures are estimates based on the latest assessed
value figures from the Assessor’s Office.
Q. What will happen if the proposed
budget is defeated?
A. In the event the voters reject the District’s
proposed budget twice, the Board of Education
must adopt a Contingent Budget. A Contingent
Budget would be $1,179,596 more than the
current budget. It would result in a tax rate
decrease of -.20%. While operating under a
Contingent Budget, the District could only
expend funds that are necessary to provide
minimum services to operate and maintain school
buildings and educational programs.

Somers Education Foundation News
The Somers Education Foundation thanks everyone who supported its events
this year including our first-ever Chili Cook-Off, plus our Wine Tasting,
Student Variety Show, Carnival Night, Blackjack Bash and Harlem Wizards
basketball game. Still to come is our Spring Golf Outing on June 14 at
Anglebrook Golf Club.
Proceeds from these events form the funding of
SEF grants that supported many initiatives this
past year, including an Outdoor Learning Garden
at Primrose School, Author's Day at Somers
Intermediate School, a "Kinesthetic" classroom at
Somers Middle School, and a Nature Lab at
Somers High School. In total, SEF has awarded
more than $1.3 million dollars across more than
325 grants and scholarships to the Somers
Central School District since 1994. We are
now well into raising and awarding our second
million dollars!

At our Blackjack Bash in April, the SEF inducted
into its Hall of Fame four individuals and one
group who have contributed significantly to the
education and betterment of children. They
include longtime realtors and community leaders
Rick and Joan Mancini, Boy Scout leaders Pete
McDonald and Gus Talleur and the 17 secretaries who keep the district's four school buildings
humming every day. SEF now has 58 individuals
and groups in the Hall of Fame, represented by
plaques in the Somers Intermediate School lobby.
Congratulations to all!

Budget and Trustee Vote, Tuesday, May 15, 2018, Middle School Gymnasium
7 a.m. – 9 p.m. Use lower parking lot.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Budget Overview...
BOCES, as well as the past refinancing of outstanding bonds will allow the district to continue
to focus on educating the “Whole Child” with an
emphasis on social and emotional wellness as
well as academic success.
Safety and security continues to be a top priority.
To that end, the district will add two School
Resource Officers at an additional cost of
$266,886, resulting in one SRO per school
building. The district also will hire an outside firm
to conduct a security assessment to help identify
additional safety measures.
The district is in the planning stage for L.I.F.E.
(Learning Inclusively For Everyone), a philosophy
that will result in classroom inclusion for all. This
restructuring of the traditional classroom will benefit every learner, from those who need additional
help to those who need enrichment opportunities.
At Somers High School, the International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is in its inaugural year, and more IB Programme courses will
be offered next year. Several students have won
awards for their IB work in both writing and fine
arts. In addition, Project Lead the Way and the
individual Science Research Project continue to
enrich students’ learning experiences.
In recognition of its continued excellence, Somers
High School was designated as a high-performance Reward School by the New York State
Department of Education and received the AP
Honor Roll award by the College Board.
At the middle school, the district seeks to provide
more learning opportunities for students in
grades six through eight with the inclusion of the
Engineering by Design curriculum and use of
the highly regarded Maker Space for student
learning in science and mathematics.
The middle school will continue its efforts in
social-emotional wellness with Advisory Programs,
True North and Mentoring Programs, and counseling services.
In addition, Somers Middle School will submit an
application to become part of the International
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme.
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School Board Candidates
All registered voters may vote for two candidates.
The candidates are seeking three-year terms.
Heidi Cambareri, Jill Schantz, Michael D’Anna, Sarena Meyer

Budget Dates, Times, and Places
VOTER REGISTRATION
WHEN Wednesday, May 9, 2018 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. or Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. --- 3:30 p.m. through May 10
WHERE Office of the District Clerk, Somers Middle School, 250 Route 202, Somers, NY 10589
NOTE: For information about absentee ballots, call the District Clerk at 914-277-2400. Deadline for requests for
absentee ballots to be mailed out is Tuesday, May 8, 2018. Completed ballots are due to the District Clerk
by 4 p.m. Tuesday, May 15, 2018. Anyone already registered with the Board of Elections is eligible to vote.
Budget and Trustee Vote, Tuesday, May 15, 2018, Middle School Gymnasium 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Use lower parking lot.
Curriculum work continues with a full, balanced
literacy program including benchmarking of student
progress in reading and writing, Renaissance
Learning, Reading Recovery and Fundations.
Elementary teachers using the Science 21 program
are working with PNW BOCES in order to align
curriculum with the updated New York State
Science Learning Standards.
Programs such as Responsive Classroom and the
elementary counseling curriculum support students'
social and emotional needs and promote recognition and respect for differences. Opportunities for
enrichment and support continue with the Advanced
Learning Program and digital literacy programs.
The 2018-2019 school year marks the fourth
year that the Somers Central School District will
have learning coaches in each of its four schools.
These coaches bring research-based instructional
practice to life for teachers.
In the coming year, the learning coaches will
focus on student engagement, inclusive practices,
proficiency-based language instruction and the
development of best instructional practices in both
the International Baccalaureate Middle Years
Programme and the International Baccalaureate

Somers PTA Council
Somers PTA is made up of local units at each school and SEPTA.
Somers PTA works with administration to enrich the learning environments for students with Author’s
Day, social skills classes, parent/student programs and teacher grants.
Primrose PTA held the 45th Holiday Happiness Fundraiser, SIS PTA Science Night is in its ninth year,
SEPTA is hosting its eighth Magic show, SMS PTA brings a Holocaust Survivor Presentation and
Living History Day to students. SHS PTSA awards scholarships to graduating seniors.
Parents are welcome at our meetings. Visit our website at www.somersschools.org under the families
tab for more information on how to support the PTA, our programs and meeting dates.
Look for the PTA umbrellas!
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Diploma Programme at the high school. At the
elementary level, the coaches will focus on
building foundational reading skills for students
across a variety of reading genres.
Community members will vote on the proposed
budget and trustee election on May 15, 2018, at
the Somers Middle School gymnasium, between
the hours of 7 a.m. and 9 p.m. The district urges
all Somers residents to register and vote.

Capital Improvements
On June 4, 2018, work will begin to replace
the turf at Somers High School athletic fieldsTurf 1
and Turf 2. Those fields and the track will be
closed to the public until construction is completed, estimated in mid-August. After school ends
in June, updates will start in the fitness/wellness
center at the high school.
Capital improvement projects in phase one of
the $13.6 million bond were recently approved
by the State and will begin this summer as well.
Those projects include air conditioning in the
middle school cafeteria and in various areas at
the high school, fire alarm upgrades at the intermediate and high schools, new roofing, a new
access road to the high school fields, and a
new scoreboard.
Capital improvements in phase two are expected to be completed during the summer of 2019,
possibly sooner pending approval from the
New York State Education Department. The
projects include security vestibules at Primrose
Elementary School and Somers Middle School
and a districtwide Voice over Internet Protocol
telephone system. The new telephone system
will enable each classroom to reach 911 and
emergency responders to locate the source of
the 911 call.

Budget Copies Available
A copy of the written statement of the 20182019 budget may be obtained by any district
resident from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the District
Clerk’s Office at Somers Middle School, 250
Route 202, Somers, NY 10589; the district
website (www.somersschools.org); or from the
principal’s office in
Primrose Elementary School
Route 139, Lincolndale, NY 10540
Somers Intermediate School
Route 202, Somers, NY 10589
Somers Middle School
Route 202, Somers, NY 10589
Somers High School
Route 139, Lincolndale, NY 10540
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School District Budget Notice
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